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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document has been prepared for the Beesf Laurier Woods, Inc. (FLW) arttle

North Bay 1T Mattawa Conservain Authority (NBMCA). The plan and
recommendations made in this document are based on the information compiled in the
Laurier Woods Background Study 2003 and additional information collected through
studies and activities undertaken over the past 12 years. This document atirgation

for the longterm conservation and management of the Laurier Woods Conservation Area
to achieve the outlined objectives. It is intended that these guidelines will be reviewed
and amended as changes occur with regard to the requirements efthe ar

The Management Plan has been written in two sections:

x Section 1: Contains a background report which summarizes the natural resources
and infrastructure found or constructed in the property, location of the property
and the access points to the pp.

x Section 2:Contains general guidelines for the management of the natural
resources, recreation management and development guidelines for parking lot,
access points, trails and other infrastwe such as benches, look@latform and
beaver baffle.

1.0 Background

Laurier Woods Conservationréda is situated in the heart of the City of North Bay,
Ontario. The area has diverse ecological and geological features. It encompasses a
provincially significantwetland;upland forest composed mostly of mixedods (conifer

and hardwood species) trees and rocky outcrops, and is home to a variety of resident and
migratory bird species, wetland and woodland creatures. Most of the area is jointly
owned by the Friends of Laurier Woods (FLW) and the North -BRafjtana
Conservation Authority (NBMCA) and is protected under @rwtario Regulation 125
Conservation Areablorth BayMattawg R.R.O. 1990.

The Friends of Laurier Woods is a nprofit, charitable organization established in 1989

to preserve the ecological érecultural integrity of Laurier woods. The organization
promoted the importance of th#oods;conducts public nature and bird watching tours

in the Woods and has documented the wetland features found in the Woods. The Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resourceand Forestry deemed the wetlands in the Laurier Woods
Conservation Aregart of the Parks Creek Wetland Complex, as provincially significant

in 1993, which further strengthened the reasons for protecting the area. The organization
owned 23 hectares of theonservation area till 2006, when 34 more hectares were
transferred to the Friends of Laurier Woods and the NorthNBatyawa Conservation
Authority in joint ownership, and since then the area is being managed and maintained in
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partnership. In 2011, thrgh the efforts of FLW and with the support of the local
community, 40 more hectares were added, creating an important buffer around the
existing conservation area and expanding the property to 97 hectares. A Management
Plan for the Laurier Woods ConsenrvatiArea was first created and approved in 2004
which identified conservation, langse planning, tourism, recreation, education and
scientific research as the key objectives. Part of the land belonging to the Laurier Woods
Conservation Area was acquiredeafthe creation of the first Management Plan in 2004.
Further developments to the infrastructure werade since then. The mase of the
revision of the 200Management Plan is to update the document with details of the
newly acquired land and the newrastructure. The revised Management Plan contains
the maps with details of the infrastructure and the wetland features within the Laurier
Woods Conservation Area.

2.0 Goals and Obijectives

2.1 Goal

To maintain Laurier Woods Conservation Area as a nataraitgary in an urban setting
that offers recreation, tourism, scientific research and education opportunities, while
preserving the ecological and cultural integrity, enabling it to last as a legacy for future
generations.

2.2 Objectives

The objectives othis plan and the Laurier Woods Conservation Area as a nature preserve
are as follows:

2.2.1 Conservation

To conserve the key features (i.e. Provincially Significant Wetlands) as well as the
general ecology of the area. This conservation area will centiouprotect a large
portion of the Parks Creek provincially significant wetland complex, as well as an
important area for migrating birds, and local wildlife. Human activities within the
conservation area will continue to be monitored and restrictepmauGoal 2.1.

2.2.2 Land Use Planning

To maintain recognition of the Parks Creek Provincially Significant Wetland Complex in
the City of North Bayby-laws. The Friends of Laurier Woods would like the City of
North Bay to have regard for the Provindrallicy Statemet to conserve the Provincially
Significant Wetlands and adjacent lands.

2.2.3 Tourism

To plan and encourage etmurism based opportunities, which are complementary to the
existing tourism attractions in the North Bay area and supportZsbal
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2.2.4 Recreation

To plan and encourage lewwpact, dayuse recreational opportunities such as hiking,
birdwatching, nature appreciation and allow hiking, snowshoeing, and-coossy
skiing although trails are not maintained during winter.

2.2.5 Education

To plan and encourage outdoor education and nature appreciation opportunities for
school groups, special interest groups and the general public. To create a greater
awareness of the significance of the area, the wetlands, and the importdraengf
natural spaces in our communities.

2.2.6 Scientific Research

To facilitate scientific research that is compatible with the objectives of the Laurier
Woods Conservation Area.
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SECTION 1- BACKGROUND
REPORT

3.0 Introduction

Laurier Woods Conservain Area is a natural area of land located entirely within the
City of North Bay. Situated soutlestof the Highway 11/17 bypass,i# composed of
approximately 245.9%cres of provincially significant wetland (PSW), spotted with
rocky outcrops and uplarghade intolerant mixed woods. This area acts as a sanctuary
for wildlife and migrating birds.

The Nipissing Naturalists Club recognized the value of the Laurier WBodservation
Areaas a nature preserve within the city as early as 1985. The aresahgdifferent
habitats and most of the area had not been cleared for human use. Geographically, the
area is located between Lake Nipissing and Trout Lake that act as a barrier to human and
animal movement to and from northern Ontario. Laurier WoGdssevation Area

serves as a green island in an area that has become urbanized.

The Nipissing Naturalists Club formed a rnpiofit charitable organisation called the
Friends of Laurier Woods Inc., in 1989. Together with other parties, this group
spearheaded campaign to save the area from encroaching urban development. The
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry deemed the wetlands in the Laurier
Woods Conservation Areapart of the Parks Creek Wetland Complex, as provincially
significant in 1993which further strengthened the reasons for protecting the area.
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Figure 1: Study Areai Laurier Woods Conservation Area

Figure 1. Study Area

Data supplied under Licence by
Members of the Ontario Geospatial
Data Exchange.
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4.0 Laurier Woods Conservation Area property

description

The land already belonging to NBMCA prior2006 and the land transferred by the City
of North Bay to NBMCA and FLW in 2006 and 2009 together define the Laurier Woods
Conservation Area boundary for the purposes of this planning document.

Description of property already owned by the NBMCA prior to 2006

Con D Part Lot 18 RP NR29 Parts 4&6 Rem Part 3 Rem PCL 7(H.1W

Con D Part Lot 18 RP 36R11262 Part 1.

Description of land transferred by the City of North Bay to NBMCA and FLW in
2006

PT LT 67 PL 56 Viddifield, Secondly Except 36R6921; Except PaytPlan36R-11807;
North Bay District Of Nipissing.

PCL 3258 Sed\ip; PT S1/2 LT 18 Corb Widdifield Being The S OnélundredAcres
ExceptPT 1, NR2182, PT 1 & 2, 36R7037, PT 1 & 2, 36R8703; SIT LT447%6ep
Parts 1,2,3, PlaB6R-11791;North Bay; Digrict Of Nipissing.

Description of land transferred by the City of North Bay to NBMCA and FLW in
2009

PCL 1174 Se®VF; PT IT37 Conl8 WestFerrisAs In IT35010Except
IT49297; SIT LT46254, LT2489; Designated As Part, Han36R-12616; North Bay;
District Of Nipissing.

PCL 3886 Sec WF; PT LT 38 Cd8 WestFerris As InIT61597;North Bay; District Of
Nipissing.

Description of land purchased from the Daiter family by FLW and transferred to
joint ownership between NBMCA and FLW in 2010

Con 18 LT36 PCL 1B55 North Bay; District Of Nipissing.

11
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5.0 Geology

The rock outcrops are made up of million year old metamorphosed rock formed 10 to 20
km underground and then twisted and uplifted so that what were horizontal layers are
now vertical. The dark bandseaa mixture of iron, magnesium, horneblende and micas.
The light coloured bands are made up of quartz and pink feldspar. The dark coloured
intrusions in these striated rocks are younger volcanic rdgkatteredthrough the
property are large solitary rkg. These are called erratics. They were carried by glacial
ice during the last glacial event 10,000 years ago and dropped here when the glaciers
receded.

6.0 Hydrology

The wetlands in the Laurier Woods Conservation Area are fed by water flowing from
Parks Creek and Chippewa Creek. Park's Creek's headwaters originate from Circle Lake,
flowing through the Laurier Woods Conservation Area and the City, eventually reaching
Lake Nipissing, drawing frm an area of approximately 14.Gin2. Chippewa Creek
originates above the escarpment, flows into Lake Nipissing at AmehkalBand drains
approximately 37.7Km2 of surroundingub watershed area

The Laurier Woods Conservatiorré®a ha two ponds and part tfie Jenning Lake lies
within the conservation area:

Main Pond - This pond is located in the northern part of the property, close to the two
entranceso the propertyat Brule Street and Laurier Rd

Arum Pond - This pond is located in the Nofiest part of the property.

Jennings Lake - A part of this lale lies withinthe Laurier Woods Conservation Area in
the SoutkEast part of the property.

12
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Figure 2: Ponds within the Laurier Woods Conservation Area
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7.0 Ecosystems

The Laurier Woods Conservation Area contains bhegtland and upland forests. The
wetland area conmizes mostly of marstSome pagof thewetland area areovered with

cattails The upland forests are dominated by shade intolerant tree species such as White
Birch and Trembling Aspen. The forests alsovdn some late successional tree species
such as Sugar Maple.

13
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Figure 3: Laurier Woods Conservation Area Ecosystem
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The following table provides trepproximateareacovered bydifferentmajorcover types
within the Laurer Woods Conservation Arealong with description for each cover type

14
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Table 1. Major Cover Types in the Laurier Woods Conservation Areaand the area covered

by them.

Cover Type

Area(hectare)

Description

Tamarack

0.2

The Laurier Woods
Conservation Arehas a
small Tamarack habitat
locatedin the Northern
part of he property. Thg
habitat attract#ots of
bird speciesTamaracks
are often used for
nesting sites.

White Pine

8.8

Majority of the White
Pine trees in th
Conservation Area are
found just east of Arum
Pond with smaller
distributions further
south.

Cedar

A small habitat of Ceda
trees are found towardd
the NorthEast part of
the property.

Alder and Other Shrubs

A small patch of Alders
and otter shrubs are
found in the extreme
north part of the
property. Alders are
often used by Beavers
for building their dams.

Hardwoods

38

Consists mostly of
White Birch and
Trembling Aspen with
some Sugar Maple.

15
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Water 9 The Main Pond and the
Arum Pondare
responsible for majority
of water cover within
the Conservation Area.

Cattail Covered Marsh 8 Cattails are wetland
plantsthat form a
breeding habitat for
many species of birds.
RedWinged Blackbird
IS most commonly
sighted in the Cattails o
theLaurier Woods
Conservation Area

Marsh 16 Marshy regiorwithin

the Laurier Woods
ConservatiorArea
indicate the Watercours
within the Conservation
Area.

Open Rock 13 The area is marked by
the presence of large
solitary rocks, called
erratic. These rocks
have been carried by
glacial ice and dropped
as the glacier receded.
The rocks show glacial
striations.

The Laurier Woods Conservation Are®is hectare.

Researclon thepollination ecology of the Pink Lady Slippby a Nipissing University
student between 2012nd 2014showed thathe entranceo the interior of thélowers are
oriented towardsargeropenings in the canop¥hePink Lady Slippera native orchid, is
the symbol of the Friends of Laurier Woods.

16
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8.0 Wildlife

The Laurier Woods Conservationréa isknown for its superior bird wahing qualities.

The Conservation Area is albome tobeaversporcupines, skunks, weasethjpmunks,
owls andturtles Painted turtles are the common species of turtles found in the
Conservation AreaSomespecies of turtles like th8napping Turtle anthe Blanding's
Turtle, other reptiles like the Hog Nosed Snake which are classified as being -species
risk are found hera&Vhite-tailed deer are frequent visitors to the Conservation Area.

Researchin LWCA by a FhD student from the University of Guelpm dlack legged
ticks found no evidence of Lynediseasen 2014.

Marsh Monitoring

Beginning in 2008, the Main Pond and the wruPond in the Laurier Woods
Conservation Area have been the sites of Marsh Monitoring Program surveydaidie
Monitoring Program NIMP) is a cooperative program of Bird Studies Canada and
partners to aid the conservation of marshes. Each spring, swveyarsh birds and
amphibians are conducted by Craig and Elaine Hurst. Recorded calls of target marsh bird
species are played, looking for responses. The Virginia Rail and American Bittern have
been counted during survey activities along with the SoraPaeutbilled Grebe at other
times. Other marsh birds such as the Green Heron, Great Blue Heron, Belted Kingfisher,
Swamp Sparrow, Yellow Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Dotdrtested Cormorant,
Canada Geese and the ever presentvireded Blackbirds have beepresent during

most survey periods. The Eastern Kingbird and Canada Goose have nested here.

Amphibians are also surveyed 3 times during May and June. Spring Peepers, Chorus
Frogs and Gray Tree Frogs are usubiardcalling during early visits. The &en Frog

is also heard in most years. The American Bullfrog and Northern Leopard Frog have
been heard, albeit infrequently, in Arum Pond.

Visitors to the Laurier WoodsConservation Aredave the opportunity to record bird
species that have been observetieard duringhewalks. The recording chart is located
at the Brule St. entrance along with a recording chart for wildflowers.

Since 2007, 158lifferent species bbirds have been recorded. Ttwal species count
includes 26 varieties of warblers, Sriedies of vireos and 13 different duck species. The
month of May is the peak time for observing spring migrants, with species count for the
month being as high as 94 in May 2014 with 23 species of warblers.

17
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Bird Observations by month in 2013

The Bird Recording Chart at the Brule St. entrance to the Laurier Woods Conservation
Area allows visitors to record the names of the bird species they sight during their visit to
the Conservation Ared.08 species were recorded theBird Recording Chart as hagn

been observed from April through November in 2013.

Mallards were recorded on the water during each of the 8 months of recordings. Hooded
Mergansers were next, being observed during 6 months. Ruffed Grouse, Blue Jays,
Black-capped Chickadees, Americanolitns and perhaps surprisingly, American
Goldfinches, were also reported during all 8 months. Ravens and Crows were also ever
present. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology believes these two species, Ravens and Crows,

are likely the most common wrongly identdieommon bird species. Ravens are more
solitary than Crows and utter more eof a sl o
Cawso of Crows. Ravens are genshapadtdilly | arger

Twenty-three species of Warblers and Vireos wesported this year. These colourful
little songsters are usually the highlight of the spring migration period. Some were
present for most of the May to October period, including Yellow, Yelomped,
Chestnutsided, American Redstarts and the little Marsksident, the Common
Yellowthroat. Great Blue Herons and Doullested Cormorants were commonly
reported this year, while the Pibdled Grebe sightings were less frequent. A Virginia
Rail was heard again in early spring, but the Sora was not reploidectar.

Woodpeckers were frequently reported, including Pileated Woodpeckers, Northern
Flickers, Yellowbellied Sapsuckers and common Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers.

9.0 Development and Infrastructure

Infrastructure atLaurier Woods Conservation Area pides facilities for yearound,
day-use recreational activities, compatible with the objectives of the area.

9.1 Access Points

Two access points exist to the Laurier Woods Conservation Area.

9.1.1 Brule Street Trallhead

18
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This trailhead at presemtrovides the main access point to the trails. This is the only
parking lot for the area.

9.1.2 Laurier Street Walk -In Trailhead

This is an informal access point accommodating pedestrian traffic from the neighbouring
community. There is howeverrailroad which has to be crossed at this point. Use of
this entrance shall be at the users own risk as a result of the danger of the railroad
crossing. Signs have already been posted by the ONR warning of this danger.

Figure 4: Access Points to the Laurier Woods Conservation Area.
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9.2 Tralils

ThelLaurier Woods Conservationrda has a trail network which is approximately 6km in
length. The trail network is split into 4 trail loofSrange, Purple, Yellow and Fuchsia).
Thereis also a series of side trails called White/Alternate trails andiaanee trail from

19
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the Laurier &eet. The trails are not maintained during winter and users use it at their
own risk.

Figure 5: Network of Trails within the Laurier Woods Conservation Area.
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The following table provides trepproximatdength of each trail type:

20
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Table 2: Trall types within the Laurier Woods Conservation Area and their approximate
length.

Trail Name Length(m)

Entrance trail from Laurier Street 114
Fuchsia trail 1666
Orange tralil 1979
Purple trail 1072
White/Alternate trail 791
Yellow/Ron Slater trall 862

Total 6484

21
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9.3 Boardwalks

Boardwalks have been placat cetain points along the trail network where the trail is
difficult to walk on due to extremely wet conditions.

Figure 6: Boardwalks within the Laurier Woods Conservation Area.

The following table provides details of the Boasdks:

22
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